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SUBJECT: US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT: ECOLOGY OF THE WOLF 
(02.05-103) 

REFS: (A) 77 STATE 301829, (B) 77 STATE 301838 

1 . ON JANUARY 5 HYDROMET REP INFORMED EMBOFF THAT SOVIET WOLF 
DELEGATION PROBABLY WOULD BE UNABLE TO COME TO THE U.S. IN 
JANUARY, AS WAS PROPOSED IN REF A. HYDROMET REP SUGGESTED THAT 
U.S. AND SOVIET WOLF SPECIALISTS COULD DISCUSS POSSIBLE EX- 
CHANGE OF VISITS DURING MEETING OF 02.05 WORKING GROUP IN 
EARLY FEBRUARY. (REF B) HYDROMET REP ALSO INDICATED THAT IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL FOR U.S. SPECIALISTS TO BRING AN EXAMPLE OF 
THE RADIO TRACKING COLLAR, WHICH THE SOVIET SPECIALISTS COULD 
STUDY DURING 02.05 WORKING GROUP MEETING. HYDROMET REP NOTED 
THAT SOVIETS WOULD SEND LETTER ON THE WOLF DELEGATION SHORTLY. 

2. HYDROMET REP AND KRINITSKIY OF MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
HAVE INFORMALLY INDICATED TO EMBOFF THAT SECURITY CONSIDERA- 
TIONS ARE COMPLICATING FACTOR IN EFFORTS TO ARRANGE AN EXCHANGE 
IN RADIO TRACKING OF WOLVES. THESE CONSIDERATIONS INVOLVE THE 
USE OF RADIO TRANSMITTERS, WHICH KRINITSKIY SAID THE SOVIETS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 00202 061105Z 

WOULD HAVE TO EXAMINE BEFORE ALLOWING THEIR OPERATION IN THE 
USSR, AS WELL AS ACCESS TO CERTAIN TERRITORIES IN WHICH THE U.S. 
SPECIALISTS HAVE PROPOSED TO DEMONSTRATE RADIO TRACKING TECH- 
NIQUES. IF AN EXCHANGE IS ARRANGED, U.S. SPECIALISTS WOULD 
PROBABLY BE ALLOWED TO VISIT ONLY THE CAUCASIAN WILDLIFE PRE- 
SERVE, BUT UNFORTUNATELY WOLVES ARE SCARCE THERE, ACCORDING TO 
THE HYDROMET REP. 
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3. COMMENT: IN SPITE OF THESE PROBLEMS, SOVIETS HAVE TOLD US 
THEY REMAIN HIGHLY INTERESTED IN EXCHANGE OF DELEGATIONS OF WOLF 
SPECIALISTS, AND IN BROADER SUBJECT OF RADIO TRACKING OF WOLVES 
AND OTHER ANIMALS. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF CONSIDERATIONS OUTLINED 
IN PARA 2, AS WELL AS VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF SOVIET EXPERIENCE IN 
RADIO TRACKING OF WOLDLIFE, U.S. WILL HAVE TO TAKE HARD LOOK 
AT BALANCE OF BENEFITS IN TOPIC. 
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